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Trade up your Macintosh 
SE 20 to a Macintosh II 
with 4Mb RAM, 40 Mb 
hard disc, and a colour 
screen for just $12,600 
(+GST) 



Authorised Dealer . 


Capital Mac Centre 
11-13 C«liu/.ncc St 
Wellington 
Phone (04) 853-887 


OR move up to the brand 
new SE/30 with 4 Mb 
RAM and 80 Mb hard disc 
for just $6900 (+GST) 
and experience the 
POWER! 

We will trade up any 
Macintosh on any later 
model 

Special conditions apply 

For details, 

PHONE NOW 

(04) 853-887 


Meeting Information 

Hie next meeting of the Wellington Apple Users Group will be on: 

Thursday, 31 May, 1990 

at 

St Marys College 

starting at 

7pm. 

The doors will be open at 6.30 pm to let people get together and the meeting itself will begin at 7pm. 
For the Apple // people, we are holding: 


Advanced Appleworks and Multiscribe 

As chosen by you die people last month. 


For the Mac, we are holding: 


Back to Basics 

You asked for it. More on the desktop and basic techniques of disk management, DA use, sounds 
and all those other wonderfull things that Macintosh users personalise their Mac with. 



The Doctor is In ! 


At all meetings we run help clinics for major machines 
and software. 

These clinics are run by nominated "experts” who will be 
announced each evening by the Meeting Co-ordinator. 
The idea is that you can ask the "Doctors" about any 
problems (hardware, software, interfacing etc) you may 
behaving. If the "Doctor" can’t cure your problem he will 
put you in touch with a specialist for further diagnosis 
and comprehensive treatment. 
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Letters to the Editor 


EXCEL SPREADSHEET - ENQUIRY 


Dear Sir, 

I would like to set up 
the attached spread¬ 
sheets using 'Excel'. 
You will see that they 
are all to do with the 
manipulation of times 
and dates. 

They are arranged 
across the page and 
are not integrated 
with the layouts 
above or below. I 
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have attached a screen dump which illustrates the 
three independent layouts consisting of three col¬ 
umns and four rows - ie No 1 * Rows 1 to 5; No 2 
= Rows 6 to 11; No 3 * Rows 12 to 16. 


(b) WIH Leap Years mess up the formulae? 

Q2. Are there any special Input Functions and/ 

or Formatting procedures applicable to 
the blank data cells? 


Q1. If the usersuppMes the appropriate data in 

the blank cells - what are the formulae 
which I would type in, so that the desired 
outcome could be achieved in each case? 

(a) The time frame could be anything from 
half a day to 50 years and any number of 
days. 


I would be most grateful for any help from the Group 
and/or its membership 

Thank You in anticipation, 

Martin A. Houlihan 


Dear Marlin 

In answer to your question we had one of our resident experts who prefers to remain nameless and 
therefore blameless provide the Mowing solution. 


These formulae occupy the incficated cells in the 
accompanying spreadsheet. 

CELL FORMULA 

F3 -C3-B3 

F8 -C8-B8 

68 -IF(VERR($F8)>1904, 

VEAR($F8)-1904,0) 

H8 ■IF(MQNTH(F8)>1, 

M0NTH(F8)-1,0) 

18 * IF(DAV(F8)>1, 

DRV(F8)-1,0) 

J8 «HQUR(F8) 

1C 8 -MINUTE(FB) 

FI 3 -DRTECVEARtBISJ+CIS, 

MONTH(813)♦013, 
DRV(B13)+E13) 


The testing for and subtraction of 1904 and 1 in the 
cells G8, H8 and 18 are due to the way dates 
are stored in Microsoft programs. Dates (and 
date-time combinations) are stored as the number 
of days since lst-^Jan-1904 (as previously men¬ 
tioned in the MS Works articles by Dennis Lally in 
the October 1969 Capital Apple, it just proves that 
you should read these even if you don’t use MS 
Works). Similarly it is not a good idea to try to 
display the difference between two dates using the 
d-m-y format (or its derivatives) because the result 
will be displayed relative to 1/1/1904 (which is 
equivilent to day zero). You must either limit your¬ 
self to using the number of days only (as displayed 
in cell F8 using the general format) or break down 
the parts of the date into individual numbers (as 
output in cells G8 - K8, and input in cells C 1 3 - E 1 3). 
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The underlined figures in row 9 are using the same 
formulas as row 8 but are showing the effects of 
trying to interpret the difference between two dates 
when a leap year is involved. 

There are other variations for displaying dates and 
timesinthe 'Format: Number...'dialog box, but the 
fundamental calculations remain the same. 

The easiest way to restrict data entry into certain 
specified cells in excel is by using ‘Format: Cell 


Protection...’ to set aH the cells you don't want 
changed to locked" and leave the data entry cells 
as unlocked. Now when you choose ‘Options : 
Protect Document...’and choose the "Contents” 
option you will only be able to change the unlocked 
cells. Furthermore the tab key will only move you 
between unlocked cells. 

These answers were tested in Excel version 2.2, 
earlier versions may not have all these abilities. 


APPLE IS ALIVE AND GROWING IN 
THE WAIRARAPA 

A small group of Mac enthusiasts met recently in 
Masterton to form a local support group for users. 
The group decided to meet regularly to share ideas 
and expertise and also to explore ways of affiliating 
with the wider apple community. While this is an 
area we will look at at a later date our current inter¬ 
est is in reaching as many Macintosh users in the 
Wairarapa as possible. Computees would be wel¬ 
come to contact either Innes Kennard (059) 81379/ 
88035 or Rob Glasgow (0553) 89909 am. 

We are looking forward to making further contact 
with your group. 

Innes Kennard 
Unelected Secretary 
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Apple lls and the Outside World 


Part 2: Make your own Incredibly Basic Graphics Tablet 

by Alastair Thomson 


A Graphics Tablet is a device which draws on 
the computer screen a representation of what 
you are drawing on paper. This Incredibly 
Basic Graphics Tablet comprises aflat smooth 
surface (40cm by 40cm at least) on which is 
mounted a Jointed arm. The arm ends in a 
ballpoint pen, with which you draw. The two 
Joints of the arm (elbow and shoulder!) are 
variable resistors, which return varying resis¬ 
tances to the computer. These resistances 
reflect the current angles of the arm, and thus 
the position of the pen. So you can draw a 
picture on paper and at the same time watch 
it being drawn on the screen. The following 
project explains how to make a crude (settle 
down - as in not sophisticated) graphics tablet. 

This project uses the paddles or hand-control¬ 
ler inputs in the games port of an Apple II. 
There are four paddles available on the He and 


two on the lie. We will only be using two of 
them, PDL(0) and PDL(1). There is no need to 
open the computer up - both the inputs we 
need are on the games port. 

When a hand-controller is read (say, using 
PDL(0) in Applesoft BASIC) a value is returned 
between 0 and 255. This value is actually a 
digital representation of the resistance be¬ 
tween pin 2 and pin 5 of the games port A 
resistance of more than 115 000 ohms re¬ 
turns a value of 255. If there is a resistance of 
less than 115 000 ohms then a value of less 
than 255 is returned. For instance, 27K 
returns a value of around 60. So you can see 
that if a variable resistor (potentiometer) is 
connected between pin 2 and 5, and the knob 
or shaft of the pot is rotated, the value re¬ 
turned will be dependant on the degree of 
rotation. We use this effect in our graphics 
tablet 


Needed; 1 IB 9 plug (to fit the games poet); 

2 220K linear potentiometers {U 5K is ideal, b ut difficult $ 
togett) 

Connecting wire 

plliil;!'; Soldering iron and solder and epoxy glue and electric drill. 

2 (25cm or longer) plastic or wooden strips (I 'used plastic 
rulers) 

A smooth flat board on which tof asten the potentiometers, 
and to draw. 

att components is J15 but y<xi may 
9Maefromd»lastAiikile.(Ia^iPeyouak«idybmasoWerl^iroft 
and tools) 


You can see from the following diagram how it 
works. 
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As you draw, the first and second arm segments rotate their respective potentiometers. The 
resistances are returned to the computer and the corresponding values plotted on the hi-res 
graphic screen. 


Construction: 

• Drill a hole in one end of Segment One - a 
tight fit for the shaft of Pot One. Then drill 
another hole in the other end of Segment One 

- a looser fit to take the threaded boss of Pot 
Two). Drill a hole in each end of Segment Two 

- one a tight fit for the shaft ofPotTwo and one 
a snug hole for the pen. 

• Fasten the base of Pot One to the smooth 
surface (use glue, or drill a hole and use the 
pot's own nut and washer). Fasten Segment 
One to the shaft of Pot One. fThe shaft should 
rotate as Segment One is moved -that's why a 
tight fit is specified. If not tight enough, fasten 
the shaft to the segment with a little glue, 

• Fasten Pot Two to the end of Segment One by 
Inserting it through the hole in the segment 
and tightening up the nut that comes with the 
pot. Now place Segment Two over the shaft of 
Pot Two (this should be another tight fit) and 
insert the pen in the end of Segment Two. Glue 
the pen to hold it. 


Now wire up the potentiometers to the DB9 

plug in the following way: 

• Solder one end of a 1 metre length of wire to 
the central terminal of Potentiometer One. 

• Solder the other end to Pin 2 of the DB9 plug. 

• Solder one end of a 1 metre length of wire to 
the central terminal of Potentiometer Two. 

® Solder the other end to Pin 2 of the DB9 plug 
as well. 

• Solder one end of a 1 metre length of wire to 
one of the otter terminals of Potentiometer 

One. 

• Solder the other end to pin 5 of the DB9 plug. 

• Solder one end of a 1 metre length of wire to 
one of the other terminals of Potentiometer 
Two 

• Solder the otter end to pin 8 of the DB9 plug. 

• The third terminal of Pot One is left uncon 
nected. 

• The third terminal of Pot Two is left uncon 
nected. 
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Turn the Apple off, then connect the DB9 plug 
to the games port and re-start the Apple. 

Programming: Use this program to calibrate 
the machine: 

10 PRINT PDL(0); “ “ ; PDL(1) 

20 GOT010 

(Use Control-C to halt the program) 

Numbers should scroll up the screen. The 
numbers represent the movement of the po¬ 
tentiometers. If you are extremely lucky, the 
numbers will more-or-less represent the coor¬ 
dinates of the pen on the paper. More likely 
you will need to adjust the positions of the 
shafts in the holes in the arm segments. You 
may also need to swap around the connections 
on the pots if the numbers get bigger and you 
want them going smaller, or vice-versa. When 
you think you have the positions correct then 
fasten the shafts to the arms permanently with 
a strong glue. 

Now see how it looks on the screen. Use this 
program as a basis, and draw a picture. 

10 HGR: HCOLORsT 
20 X*PDL(0): Y=PDL(1) 

30 HPLOT X,Y 
40 GOTO 20 

Loverly, ain’t it? Well, I did say it was 
incredibfy basic . . .. 

Improvements: 

If you used the program just above you would 
have realised that it draws whenever you move 
the arm, not Just whenever you draw with the 
pen. So you need a switch or pushbutton to 
press as you are drawing, releasing the button 
if you do not wish to draw. Ah. ..we know about 
buttons ‘cos you read my previous article, 
which used switches. 

We can use one of these switches (SWO), and 
our program can PEEK (49249) to see if the 
switch is down before drawing to the screen. 
But wait - don’t go looking for a switch -the 
Apple has SWO built in. It’s the Open Apple 
key (I didn’t tell you that last time!). 


Change line 30 above to 

30 IF PEEK(49249) > 127 THEN 
HPLOT X,Y 

and hold the Open-Apple key down when you 
want to draw. 

You will probably also get a error message 
“Illegal Quantity Error" at times. This is 
because the value returned by a potentiome¬ 
ter are greater than the limits of the hi-res 
screen. A line such as IF Y>191 THEN Y*191 
should help. The limits of the hi-res screen 
are 0 - 279 across (X) and 0 - 191 down (Y). 

If you want to use this machine more seri¬ 
ously, then you need to convert the X and Y 
readings mathematically to accurately plot 
the position on the screen. The maths is not 
too complex, but I will not go into it here. I sug¬ 
gest the book “Simple Interfacing Experiments" 
by Owen Bishop (Granada Books) be your 
reference. I have a copy if you need to borrow 
it. 

Well, there you have it. In this article I have 
shown how the paddle inputs can be con¬ 
nected to rotating variable resistances, and 
the resulting measurement acted on by the 
computer. You could use this technique for 
indicating movement of a door, window, cat- 
flap; which way the wind is blowing; the angle 
of orientation of a radio aerial; possibly draft¬ 
ing; or getting a number of separate switch 
inputs (see below). Using a straight-run vari¬ 
able resistor (instead of rotating) you could 
measure small movements of an object. You 
are limited only by your imagination. So have 
funl 



Next month Alastair looks at changing the 
outside world and moves closer to the He 
controlled robotic vehicle promised in his first 
article. 
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An Alternative to the Beat the Buzzer method of Part 1 


Those of us with lie’s or those of us who need 
four buttons can use this circuit and a paddle 
input to the Apple He, instead of the switches. 
The paddle input essentially measures the 
electrical resistance of something in the out¬ 
side world (usually a joystick) and returns a 
value between 0 and 255. This equates to a 
resistance between 0 ohms and about 115 
kilo-ohms. The number returned is directly 
proportional to the resistance. 

If this circuit is made up, the X value returned 


with X - PDL(0) depends on which switch is 
closed at the time. If no switch is closed then 
X is equal to 255 (or thereabouts). 

There is sufficient discrimination between 
switch values to write a program telling you 
which switch is being pressed. You can 
change the resistance values, but they should 
total about 115K. 



Clarification and Correction : 

Project 1 - Beat the Buzzer 

• Thanks to David Empson who pointed out that the I/O socket in the IIGS is reversed to the 
I/O socket in the He, that is, Pin 1 is nearest the front of the computer. However pin 1 is still 
indicated by the little notch, and the pinout diagram is still correct Use the little notch when 
determining the orientation of the plug that goes into the socket. 

• Another point that David made was that the IIGS has pin 9 of the I/O socket connected to 
a fourth switch input, so GS owners could possibly have 4 quiz teams! It does not have the 
strobe pin however. Pin 5 is another 5 Volt pin. 

• The circuit board diagram shows a wire from the pushbutton going to track 6. This is 
incorrect, it goes to track 5 as mentioned in the text. 
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Mac Murmurs 


by Cyril QWERTY 


HP Desk Writer 

Be van Green slade raises a few issues in the last 
issue of Capital Apple about this very successful 
printer. My recent readings, wanderings and mus- 
ings have turned up some information that 1'N throw 
into the pot 

Firstly - It seems that the HP Deskwriter has been 
so successful that Apples own low end printer 
products have taken a bit of a beating in the sales 
department. Expect to see price reductions on the 
Imagewriter II, the Imagewriter NLQ and the Laser¬ 
Writer SC in the near future. (I heard that the Laser¬ 
Writer SC is not available in GodZone, is this true?). 
Also, at the same time as the llfx was introduced 
Apple was supposed to have announced an up¬ 
dated imagewriter II -1 cant get any details on it but 
a US source says that it has been redesigned to 
allow it to be serviced more easily but that its specs 
and price were unchanged. 

Secondly - Another of my US sources says that HP 
are aware of the problem of the Deskwriter ink 
going into strange and random mandelbrots at the 
addition of water and that they are currently devel¬ 
oping a new ink for it Not so much egg as ink over 
the face. 


a few lines shorter than our good old A4. Choose 
A4 from the Deskwriter dialog box and then choose 
A4 from the Word Page Setup. Thus both choices 
will be compatible. 

A bit of a chore and a bore and its hard to know who 
is to blame. Maybe HP will come up with a new 
printer driver that is seamlessly integrated (note 
the buzz words) with weird old Microsofts hack. Its 
important for HP to do so even if its Microsofts 
problem as so many copies of Word are out there 
that any new product has to work with them. 

If the H P driver could be permanently set to A4 and 
not trip into US Letter when opening a new docu¬ 
ment then this may be a solution. 

Hope this helps, Bevan. 

BTW, (shorthand for By The Way) your approx 
1000 sheets of printing from a single ink cartridge 
is about twice the amount that HP say is average 
use. They only claim approx 400 pages per cart 
Anyone else out there have stats, on how long a 
cartridge lasts? Now, if we could refill them, and 
with non-soluble ink, for about 10 bucks then .... 

Just when you thought it was ... 


Thirdly - The dropping off of lines. You don’t say Just when you thought that you’d learnt all the 
what WP software you are using, Bevan, but I bet shortcuts and arcane commands to Pagemaker 3 
is one of Mr Microsofts products - Specifically Word (with colour extensions, naturally) along comes 
3 or 4. Pagemaker 4. 


You may or may not know that Word has its own 
printer driver, and that explains why its Print... and 
Page Setup... Dialog boxes are a little different to 
the standard ones that appear in all other applica¬ 
tions. (Why DOES Microsoft do that?). No doubt 
you are setting the page as A4 in Words own Page 
Setup ... box but it seems that this doesn’t feed 
back’ this information to the DeskWriters print driver. 

The solution is simple (but frustrating). When you 
set up the paper to be A4 by going to the Page Setup 
command, hold down the SHIFT key as you do so. 
This will call up the REAL dialog box for the printer 
that you have chosen - in your case the Deskwriter. 
I’ll bet that you find that when you do this the 
DeskWriters page size is set to US Letter which is 


Yep, an new and improved version. Big change is 
the you can open up a text window and go hell for 
leather at inputting text as you would in a word 
processor. Pagemaker was always criticised for 
being difficult to directly enter text into (another 
misreiated participle). Wei no longer. A sort of WP 
window allows direct text entry and then the text 
can automatically flow to a pre-set section of your 
layout or you can pick it up with the text placement 
cursor and paste it in as usual. 

Also included in the new version is a huge array of 
text control options, more than I care to contem¬ 
plate let alone understand, and to store graphics 
that are used as part of the layout OUTSIDE the 
actual Pagemaker document This wil be helpful to 
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those multi-megabite TIFF and EPS files which 
would expand the Pagemaker file to huge propor¬ 
tions. 

Recommended system for the new Pagemaker is 
a68030 based machine with 2 megs of RAM, that’s 
a heck of a long way from the first version that run 
nicely in a twin floppy 512K machine back in 1985. 

Snippets 

* When you’re on a good thing flog it to death - Its 
now possible to purchase multi-language diction¬ 
aries for MS Word (including what they like to call 
British English II) $US75 for British, German, 
Spanish, Dutch, French Italian and Swedish. Also 
they have available for $US50 each are specialist 
Legal and Medical dictionaries. 

* HyperCard 2 due for May release - will it be in color 
(sorry, I don't have the British English dictionary). 

* Troubled times for Jasmine - two of their Directors 
have left the Company and it has been suggested 
toey will file for Chapter 11 (a US sort of protection 
from creditors that is not quite like filing for bank¬ 
ruptcy here in NZ, but almost). Now does Grey 
Look Great to all you Jasmine owners? What value 
is multi year warranties when there is no parent 
company to honour them? 

New Machines t! 

As usual rumours abound as to what the people at 
Cupertino are up to. Latest word is that there are 
two new Mac’s setter fall (thafs SPRING in the real 
world) release. 

Model 1 - Replacement for the Plus and SE with the 
same CPU (the 68000, but I hope at 16MHz) new 
ROM and the Super drive (1.44 meg floppy). A 
target street price is suggested (sic) at $US 1000. 
(is that a flying pig that just went past the window? 

Model 2 - low Cost* colour modular Mac - Using 
the 68030 at 16MHz and some slots. $US 4000 

But the really interesting news in the rumour dept 
is set for Jan 91 intro - the Apple II - Mac transition 
machine. Thought to have 4 bit colour on board it 
will have a slot for a//e emulation board. A price of 
$US 2000 ???? 


Not that It matters In NZ but.... 

Some reports that the llc+ is due to be dropped 
from production and will quietly be allowed to fade 
away. 

Don’t hesitate... Litigate or Texas Justice 

Seems the spirit of Judge Roy Bean is alive and 
well and living in Texas. You may or not know that 
Motorola (the maker of the CPU chips for the 
Macintosh) has been squabbling with Hitachi for a 
while. Seems the US and Japan are bickering over 
stealing of design layouts and such secrets that go 
into the making of their chips. Claim and counter 
claim has been flying back and forth and Hitachi 
and Motorola ended up in court in Texas in front of 
one Judge Lucius Bunton who really said that you 
two kids have been fighting for long enough and 
this should never have been brought to court so 
that you (Mr Motorola) are to cease producing the 
68030 chip. 

Zut Afters, Horrors. This chip is used by LOTS of 
companies in the industry including Apple for the 
Ilex, lid, llx, llfx and SE/30. It’s not expected that 
this will be too serious BUT it means the good 
Judge has Motorola by the delicate parts and will 
force some kind of out of court compromise. Of 
course Motorola can attempt to prove that this is a 
bad dedsion restraining trade etc etc but that takes 
time. Far better to compromise, or at least seek an 
injunction against the dedsion 

Judge Bunton seems a real character Rumour has 
it that once when the lawyers were arguing among 
themselves that Judge Bunton pulled out a 
doH,slowly rips its appendages off and prodaimed 
1 hate lawyers”. Good thing they don’t have hang¬ 
ing any more. 

New Printing Devices 

At a recent Mac Exhibition Computer Conspiracy 
Inc announced a new range of plotters. The range 
comprises the G. Gordon Liddy model (a low level 
plotter), the Oliver North (a mid-level plotter) and 
the Lenin (a high end plotter). One interesting 
feature is that these plotters will only use the red 
pen id any money is outstanding to Computer 
Conspiracy. (Thanks to Lawrence I. Charters of 
" ResouresT . © 1990 
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Some tips on floppy care and feeding 


I’ve been using Macs since *85 or so, and have 
bought perhaps 200 floppies for my own use. 
I’ve seen very few go bad. In every case but one, 
individual files on the disk were unreadable or 
unwriteable. 

I’ve only had one whole floppy being unread¬ 
able. and that was due to the side-effects of a 
machine crash triggered by the WDEFA virus. 
I’ve heard of hard disks being corrupted by 
this same virus. 

There are a number of things I’d suspect when 
floppies start to become entirety unreadable: 

1) Improper formatting of floppies. Some people 
are in the habit of buying single-sided floppies 
(knowing that the “cookies" are coated on both 
sides), trying to format them double-sided, 
and (when the format operation succeeds) as¬ 
suming that the diskettes are safe to use. 

This is a dangerous practice, many single¬ 
sided floppies are ones which passed the 
manufacturer’s certification process on one 
side, but failed on the other side. Such floppies 
may work OK for a while, but if there are 
defects in the oxide layer on the second side, 
data written to this side of the floppy may 
“fade" after a while. 


The Mac drive alternates between the two 
sides of the disk when it writes a double-sided 
floppy. Hence, if your floppy has a bad B side, 
NO contiguous file or directory more than one 
track long is safe from being stored on the bad 
side. 

2) Cheap floppies. Certain brands are reliable, 
certain others aren’t If you buy “house brand" 
floppies in bulk from a discount house, these 
may be what you’re getting, and, once again, 
data written to the defective areas of the floppy 
may “fade" over time. 

3) Diskette heads which are out of alig nme nt. 
Unfortunately, there’s a failure-mode in the 
Mac drives, in which the drive shutter can 
catch on the drive head and pull it loose (or, 
less seriously, Jar it out of alignment) when 
you eject the disk. If you're running anything 
prior to System 6.0.4, you should definitely 
get the SafeEject INIT. it will “park" your floppy 
drive's heads before ejecting the disk, thus 
decreasing the risk ofhavingyour heads Jarred 
or ripped out. 

4) Improper storage of the diskettes. If you 
store a diskette near any device which gener¬ 
ates a magnetic field, information on the disk 
can be partially erased, leading to an unread- 
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able disk at some later time. Diskettes should 
not be placed on top of an external-floppy 
drive, or leaned up against the side of the Mac 
(I think that only the left side of the classic Mac 
is a danger zone, but I could well be wrong). 

5) Contamination of the diskette during stor¬ 
age. by dust, tobacco smoke, etc. People 
sometimes fling floppies around as if they were 
invulnerable, or stick them in a shirt-pocket, 
and end up with a dirty or scratched “cookie". 

6) Corruption of the directory structures in 
memory. The Mac has no memory protection, 
and it’s possible for a program-bug to corrupt 
some of the disk-management data structures 
in memory. If this corrupted information is 
written out to the disk, the disk may become 
unreadable (either immediately or when next 
mounted). This is apparently what happens 
when the WDEF virus runs, due to a bug in the 
virus, it stomps on a reserved global in low 
memory and causes all kinds of chaotic havoc. 


7) Improper use of high-density floppies. If 
you format a HD floppy in an 800k drive, you 
may never be able to use it property in a 
Superdrive, it won’t reformat in high-density 
mode property, and (even it it does) you may 
find it unreliable. (I’m told that this is the case, 
but I haven’t experienced it myself as I don’t 
have a Superdrive). 

I’ve seen all of these syndromes except for #7. 
but I’ve never seen any one of them at all fre¬ 
quently. 

Some time ago, I read a recommendation that 
new diskettes should be formatted, set aside 
for a week or two, and then certified (read 
sector-by-sector without reformatting). Ap¬ 
parently, a nontrivial percent of disks will fail 
the certification, the formatting was appar¬ 
ently successful, but some of the bits written 
during formatting would “fade" after a few 
days. Such floppies should be discarded, or 
returned to the vendor as defective. 


Life is too short to buy cheap floppies! 


Special Offers 


33” Floppy Disks 

Life is too short to buy cheap floppies. Reme m ber Double Sided, Double Density top quality SKC disks 
are still only $39 a box. 

Ribbon Retaking 

The chib is able to re-ink a number of printer ribbons. Imagewriter, Apple DMP, CItoh 8510 ribbons 
can be re-inked. These cost $3. Other ribbons can be re-inked also-Epson FX/MX/RX 70/80, Seikosha 
SP1000, Panasonic 1080/1090. Still other ribbons have been successfully re-inked, but it depends on 
the ribbon. Sincere-inking these means different drivers for the Macinker, the fee for these is $5. Bring 
your ribbons to a meeting. We operate an exchange system on Imagewriter ribbons. On others you get 
your own back at die next meeting. 

Modem for Loan 

Our special "free" modem offer is going like hotcakes. Its first in first served at the chib meetings, so 
be quick or youll never get a chance to tiy out BBSing without having to buy your own modem. 

Back Issues of Capital Apple 

There are still some issues of Capital Apple. A complete list of the available back issus was published 
in the March magazine, but they're selling fast! For more information, contact the Editor. 

Cables 

The user group has a variety of computer cables for sale: printer cables, SCSI interface cables, Mac-to- 
Mac cables, etc. For more information, contact Mike Eastman, either at a meeting, or phone 787-041. 
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Macintosh Public Domain 


Hot off the press... 

The editor is gonna kill me for getting this in late, but I think you’ll find it’s worth it, because 
we’ve got some great new disks this month. 

First up we have, by popular demand (meaning I’m not sure what certain ex-club presidents were 
going to do to me if it didn’t appear, and didn’t want to find out), the latest version of ResEdit. 
This is the standard utility program from Apple that allows you to customise programs: alter 
menu’s, rearrange dialog boxes, change settings in the Finder etc etc. There isn’t space here to 
go into all the features of ResEdit, but there was a feature article on ResEdit in Capital Apple 
some time ago (and I’ve heard a rumour that an update article is in the works). One word of 
caution, however Blind use of ResEdit can be very dangerous to the health of your computer. 
Always make sure you have a backup copy of anything you modify with ResEdit. 

You can find ResEdit 1.2 on Mac»Utilities* 14, along with other (hopefully) useful things. 


The other big item this month is one for the programmers (or wannabe’s) out there. Mouser is 
a “Source Code Browser", which means that it is designed for making it easy to read a program. 
You feed it a set of Pascal, Object Pascal, C, or C++files and it works out where all the variable 
and function and procedure definitions are, then displays a list of them. It displays the source 
for one procedure or function in each window (you can have many windows). There are 
commands to find and display the definition of a function or variable used by the one you are 
examining, or to find every place that uses the current function etc etc. It is all done in a very 
“Mac like" way and I, for one, wouldn’t want to be without it. 


Mac*Utilities* 14 

This disk contains: ResEdit 1.2, simon 1.0, 
and SoundMover 1.52c. Simon is a CDEV 
(control panel document) that lets you adjust 
the way that your Mac will display date and 
time formats. SoundMover is a Font/DA 
Mover-like program for sounds. It can convert 
between type 1 and 2 sound resources (Hyper¬ 
Card needs type 2), and to/from SoundCap 
format data files. ResEdit 1.2 is the first 
version of Apple’s resource editor not to carry 
the “beta" label. It comes complete with (brief) 
instructions on building your own “picker"s 
and “editors", and example code including the 
“General" editor, and the “ICON" picker. 

Mac«Program« 11 

This disk contains MacsBug 6.1 and Mouser 
1.2d7. MacsBug is the standard “few level" 
debugger for the Mac, and the package comes 
complete with instructions on how to build 
“dcmd"s, the MacsBug equivalent of 
HyperCard’s XCMDs, and with a number of 
sample demds. Mouser is a PD source code 
browser by Mary Boetcher of Apple, and is an 
excellent way of navigating around large (and 
not-so-large) programs. It can handle Object 
Pascal and C++ (and therefore ordinary Pascal 
and C as well). Very highly recommended. 


Mac*Vlrus*2 

This disk contains version 1.7 of Disinfectant 
— probably the best PD anti-virus program, 
both in terms of performance, and in terms of 
being up to date. This version handles all 
known Mac viruses as at April 2nd, 1990 (and 
is the third release of this program since late 
last year). Disinfectant is the type of virus 
program that you run periodically to scan 
disks for existing virus infections. For com¬ 
plete virus protection, I have included Vaccine 
and GateReeper Aid on this disk as well. Used 
together, these two programs will prevent 
infection by all currently known types of Mac 
virus. And “Virus Encyclopedia" is a Hyper¬ 
Card stack that will tell you all you need to 
know about Mac Virus’s. 

• The whole Public Domain collection is avail¬ 
able at meetings for you to fill ’em up. 

• Mail order copying is preferred. If you 
include a SASE then FastPost return is 
guarantied. Otherwise, please include $2 to 
cover postage and packaging. 

• Bringyou own disks or purchase some at the 
meeting. 

• Many of the disks in this library are labelled 
as 400K disks, this is to ensure compatibil¬ 
ity with those members that do not have 
800K disk drives. New disks will be 800K, 
unless otherwise specified. 
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Apple II Public Domain 


This month’s new feature is DB MASTER VERSION FIVE. Until quite 
recently, this program was commercial software. It has now been 
released as SHAREWARE. 

DB Master Version Five (‘DB Master’ for short) is a powerful ProDOS data base program. The 
main difference between this program and the AppleWorks* data base module is that 
AppleWorks keeps the entire contents of the data base in the computer’s memory, while DB 
Master keeps the file on disk and only brings part of it into memory at a time.Because of this, 
DB Master can handle much larger data bases than AppleWorks can.The upper limits on each 
program are: 



DB Master 

AppleWorks Data Base 

Fields per Record 

200 

30 

Characters per Field 

250 

70 (approx.) 

File size 

10 megabytes 

limited by available memory 


DB Master also lets you split large data bases across multiple disks (though using higher 
capacity disks such as 3.5” disks or a hard disk would be more convenient). 

Some documentation is included on the disk, along with some sample data bases. 

The shareware fee for DB Master Version Five is US$45. By sending this money to the program’s 
author (Stone Edge Technologies, Inc.) you will get a copy of the latest version of the program, 
a full printed manual and a special offer to upgrade to DB Master Professional (which is also a 
‘relational’ data base, but is commercial software). 

DB Master Version Five requires an Apple lie, Apple Ilgs or enhanced 128k Apple He. 

It also requires at least TWO 5.25" drives or a 3.5" drive or one drive of either type as well as a 
hard disk. If you have a RAM disk with at least 512k available, DB Master can install itself on 
that rather than running off disk. 

There is a catch here - we don’t have a version of DB Master that will work on 5.25" disks at 
present. For the moment, only a 3.5" version (which will also work on a hard drive) is available. 
We will attempt to get hold of the 5.25" version as well. Stay tuned for developments. Please write 
to us and let us know if you would be interested in getting hold of this program. 

Disk: /WAUG.35 O/S: ProDOS 

This disk contains DB Master Version Five, a “shareware" (US$45) data base program that 
supports much larger data bases than AppleWorks. 

DB Master Version Five requires an Apple lie, Apple ngs or enhanced 128k Apple He. 

NOTE: that this is a 3.5" disk - you MUST have a UniDisk 3.5 or Apple Disk 3.5 in order to use 
this software! 

If you provide ablank 3.5" disk, itwillcostyou $5.00. Ifwe supply the disk, itwill cost you $10.00. 
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IF YOU HAVE A RUSH 
Long Run or Short Run 
Printing Job To Get Out On Time 


[Sandiford^k 
Printers 1 


WE CAN DO ARTWORK 

Letterbox Advertising 
Programmes 
Raffle Tickets 
Magazines 
Social Tickets 
Letter Heads 
Business Cards 
Labels 

Invoice Books 
Wedding Invitations 
Brochures 
Pads 
Books 


[J 

Printers 1 


JUST TELEPHONE 

Sandiford Printers 

268-531 

OR CALL AT i 

[>A MONTGOMERY CRESCENT, UPPER HUTT. / 
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Preview 

An On-Screen Document Viewer for Macintosh 
A Quick Review by Paul Messervy 


Eveiy now and then you come across a piece 
of software that really adds to your ‘user expe¬ 
rience’ (to quote from a recent Apple Computer 
Press Release). 

This weekend I came across such a product 
and its called “Preview". It came bundled with 
‘Reports for HyperCard* by Activision as a 
bonus and in my opinion it’s as worthwhile as 
the main product 

‘Preview* is a Chooser device. That means that 
you drop it in the System folder and restart 
your Mac. Henceforth when you go to the 
Chooser (tinder the Apple Menu) you are pre¬ 
sented with an alternative printer - that is 
Preview. 


If you chose Preview than the ‘print out* of any 
Macintosh application goes to the screen and 
not the external printer, and you see a mini¬ 
ature version of your document on screen, 
just like Microsofts ‘Page Preview’ option in 
*Word* and like the preview option in Excel. 

I have found that I use these options on the 
Microsoft products a lot, Just to check on the 
document before I send it off to the Imagewriter 
as it gives me a feel as to the layout, page 
breaks etc and have often wished such a 
feature existed for other software. Well now it 
does ! 

With Preview installed you can have any out¬ 
put from any program ‘printed* on the screen. 
As you choose Print with Preview chosen you 
see the following dialog box 


IPl ] Preuietv 


(k=il ■ " 


L-^-J 

Page Range: 

<§) Rll O From: || 

_ ] To: | | [ Cancel ) 

( Rbout ] 

[ Reset illindoiv) 

©1 988 by COMPUTER :*pf>tie«t<ons, Inc. 


Fig 1: Preview Dialog Box 


Fairly straight forward but look at the nice 
touch, you can choose which range of pages 
get printed to screen. This is an enhancement 
over the Word Print Preview which always 
shows all pages (albeit in batches of 2 pages at 
a time and starting from the position of the 
cursor). 

The About button brings up the message 
shown in Fig 2. (Overleaf) 

The on screen ‘printout’ initially brings up a 
miniature version of the page and the usual 
magnifying glass allows zooming in to study 


the print in full size detail See Figs 3 & 4 
(Overleaf) 

I have tested ‘Preview* with as many applica¬ 
tions as I could and it preforms flawlessly with 
MacWrite, MacPaint Pagemaker, MacDraw, 
MS Works, MacProject, MacDraft and even 
the Finder. Yes the Finder - how many of you 
had forgotten that its possible to print a cata¬ 
log of the current folder or volume from the 
Finder? 
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‘Preview’ also runs happily under MultiFinder 

















































Preview 2.0 

(C) 1988 by 

COMPUTERapplicatlons, Inc. 
Written by Randy Ubillos 


Preview allow* any document that can bo printed to bo viewed In miniature on tho seroon. 

To u*o Preview, first select it from tho Chooser, thon print a* you normally would. 

Your doeumont will bo shown in a window on tho seroon instead of being sent to tho 
printer. Clicking in tho miniaturo page will switch to tho full size view. In this mode tho 
page can bo moved using tho scroll bars. Clieking in tho view area switches book to tho 
redueed size view. 

Preview remembers tho size and location of its window. Use tho Default Window’ button 
on tho ‘Print...* dialog to restore tho original window settings. 

Licensed to Rctiuision [ Ok ] 


Fig 2: Preview ‘About...’ message 



Fig 3: Previews initial screen print 

Typical screen display after choosing Print with Preview activated. Note that the ‘Grow 
Box' in the top right comer of the window header does NOT expand the window to Jull 
screen size but toggles zoom in - zoom out as if using the magnifying glass. The Preview 
window is resized using the page movement icon at the bottom right of the preview 
screen. 
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Preview Review 


and DA’s that use Apples Printer Drivers. It 
did not work with MiniWriter (a text process¬ 
ing D/A that bypasses the normal Apple printer 
drivers and shoves Its output directly to the 
printer port). 

One annoying feature. It does not matter 
where you position the magnifying glass be¬ 
fore you click to zoom in, Preview ALWAYS 
zooms in to the top left comer of the docu¬ 
ment Annoying when you want just to zoom 
in to the bottom of the page to check a footer. 
You have to scroll down to the bottom of the 
page in the zoomed in mode. Fortunately the 
scrolling is quick, although it takes a few 
seconds for the screen to refresh. 


I would really recommend this simple yet 
useful utility. I’m going to buy a copy. Trouble 
is I can’t find where to buy it The ‘About 
Preview*... message says it's from 
COMPUTER;Applications but licensed to Ac¬ 
tivision. I have checked the adverts in 
MacWork! and MacUser but can't find it listed 
there under either Company but my trusty 
Mac Buyers Guide lists its availability as being 
from the authors at 12813 Undky Dr, Raleigh, 
NC27614, USA (Ph 919-846-1411) so that’s 
worth a try. It has a US$ Retail of $29.95 but 
I’m going to buyActivisiona ‘Reports for Hyper¬ 
Card' so I’ll get a copy that way I (US$69), but 
the Report on ‘Reports' will have to wait awhile. 


l addition to Apple and H-P, International 

usmess Machines Corp , Sun Microsystems 
£., American Telephone and Telegraph and 
ext Inc. al use the microprocessor in their 
echines. The Motorola chip known as the 
3030 _ serves as the brains & the machines 
td cannot be replaced by another part 
ndustiy analysts were stunned by the sweep 
l the decision and its potential consequences. 
It's amazing," said Tim Bajarin, president 
l Creative Research Strategies International in 
tnte Clara, Calif. "It there isn't a quick 
solution ... it will have repercussions 
roughout the computer industry. 11 

For precisely that reason some analysts said 
ey expect the companies to reach an 
'xeement quickly that will allow them both to 
mtinue selling their chips. Motorola 
Khned to comment on the ruling. But a 
)urue close to the dispute said Motorola plans 
file an appeal Friday on the grounds that it 


opinion/ Bunion made k deer be was ft 

with the two companies. "The parties ‘ 
have saved time, money, feelings end re] 
had they curbed their emotions and sat 
to settle their difference out of court," B 
wrote. "This suit is not the sort of 
federal courts should spend time and e 
upon." Motorola sued Hitachi in Jann 
lest year, charging the company used Me 
secrete to develop its chip. Days later l 
filed a countersuit, claiming Me 
infringed on soma of Hitachi's patents 
companies have shared technologica 
manufacturing advances since 1975. 


[ Cancel ) 



Fig 4 : Zoom-In Activated 

4 Previews ’ zoom-in activated for a dose examination of the document Note that 
scrolling around the is page is possible by using the scroll bars A arrows on the right 
and bottom of the window. Clicking the mouse zooms out to show the overall 
miniature of the page. 
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WAUG Shorts - Tips 


Compiled by David Wilson and others 


This is a another in the series of articles about 
WAUG S.H.O.RT.S., WAUG’s own Electronic 
Bulletin Board System. This month we con¬ 
tinue to examine the features that WAUG 
S.H.O.RT.S. has available, in particular the 
messaging area. 

Firstly, there was a small part in last months 
article that has been superceded. Just after 
the magazine went to print, a new version of 
the Bulletin Board was put online. Thanks to 
the late night efforts of David Empson, Version 
1.25 has been compiled. Many bugs have been 
fixed, including the mysterious “missing name 
bug", and there are some new features; one of 
which is the addition to the View archive 
contents function on the files menu. Now, 
while online, you can nowview the contents of 
a SIT (Stuffit) file!! 

V View archive contents. 

This allows you to view the flies 
contained in an archive file. You have to know 
what type of format the archive is in (normally 
given by the file extension). 

A This allows you to view a file that is in 
the SEA/PKPAK format The display is in the 
same format as that given by PKPAK 3.6. If 
your screen is smaller than 80 columns only 
that that will fit on the screen will be displayed. 
B This allows you to view the contents of 

a Binary II file. 

8 This allows you to view the contents of 

a SIT (Stuffit) file. 

Z This allows you to view a file that is in 

the PKZIP format. It will view either normal 
archive file or self-extracting files. 

MESSAGES 

One of the most active parts on the Bulletin 
Board is the message section. In WAUG 
SHORTS first year of operation, over 5000 
messages were posted. Here is an example 
message. 


#5412 *: From Malcolm Ting to Bruce Hoult 

Re: #5386 - ZTerm 

Sec G: 23:00:00 on Wed 24 Jan 90. 

>4 megs is really nice 

(BTW): can you find me 4 megs and a 40mB HD 1 


(Replies: #5425) 


[(49) «, A,E,F,K,N,0,P,Q R,V,?] 


This is a real message of the Bulletin Board. 
Many Bulletin Board users rarely take time to 
examine what is around the messages, headers 
and that sort of stuff. They only look at the 
message contents. 

On the first line of the header, there is a 
message number. #5412. After the message 
number is an asterisk '•*. The presence of this 
means that the person for whom the mes¬ 
sage was intended has read the message. 

In the body of the message is - '>4 megs is 
realty nice’. This is not part of the message 
header. Experienced Bulletin Board users 
now use the V (greater than symbol) followed 
by some revelant text from a previous message 
that they want to make a particular point 
about. It saves keying things like *with regards 
to your previous message and your comment 
that 4 megs is realty nice' and wasting a lot of 
space. For Macintosh users, placing this 
'Previous message comment* at the start of a 
message is easy. Just use cut and paste in 
your communications program. This makes 
following the threads of a conversation much 
easier. 

At the end of the message is (Replies: #5425) 
This indicates that someone has replied to this 
message, and the message number of the 
reply is 5425. 
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WAUG Shorts - Tips 


MESSAGE EDITING/ENTERING 

Entering and editing a message is easy. An 
example message editing line is shown below, 
then a detailed description of all the com¬ 
mands available. 

[(23) A, C, D, E, I, J, L, R, S, T, V, ?] 

The number on brackets (2 3) on the left hand 
side of the message edit line shows the amount 
of time left in minutes before you time on the 
Bulletin Board is up. 

A Abort the message. 

This option allows you to abort the message 
(or abort the edited version of a message). You 
are asked to confirm that you wish to abort. 

C Continue entering lines. 

By using this option more lines can be added 
to the end of a message that has been started 
and then stopped by entering RETURN on a 
blank line. 

D Delete a line. 

This option allows you to delete a line from the 
message. You are prompted for the line to 
delete and only one line may be deleted at a 
time. All the remaining lines are renumbered. 

E Edit a line. 

This allows you to edit a line of the message. 
If you follow the E option with the line to be 
edited you will not be prompted for the line. 
The editing is done by being prompted for the 
string to change, and then the string to change 
it to. 

I Insert more lines. 

This option allows you to insert more lines in 
the middle of the message. You can either 
follow the I option by the line to insert before, 
or you will be asked for the line. Insertion is 
finished by pressing RETURN on a blank line. 

J Change the message subject. 

This allows you to change the subject of the 
message. Most useful when editing an existing 
message or replying to a message. 

L List the message. 

This lists the lines of the message that have 
been entered so far, together with the line 
numbers. 


R Replace a line. 

This replaces a whole line with one typed by 
you. 

8 Store message. 

This option stores the message in the message 
system. The S option may be followed by the 
section to save the message in. If no section is 
given the system will display those sections 
you have access to and then prompt for a 
section. If you have not been approved as a 
user your messages are automatically stored 
in section 'N*. 

T Change who it is to. 

This allows you to change who the message is 
addressed to. This option is most useful when 
editing an existing message or replying to a 
message. The name entered is checked against 
the user log to ensure that the person exists 
(this can be over-ridden by you). 

V View the message. 

This displays the message as it will appear 
when read as a message. No line numbers are 
given and word wrap occurs at the edge of your 
defined screen. 


Tips - M ess age Entering / Editing 

• Did you know that when you save a message, 
you call also attach to the *S* command the 
section that you want the message to be 
saved in. e.g. *SE* to save the message and 
put it into the E-Mail section, *SG* to save 
the message and put it into the General 
section. 

• When writing messages I was often puzzled 
as to how to leave a blank line between 
paragraphs. If one hits the return key once, 
one simply proceeds to the next line. If one 
hits the return key twice, one gets out of 
direct edit mode. My solution is to hit the 
return key once, then press the SPACE BAR 
once, and then the return key one time. - 
Stephen Mcurder 

• When leaving a message, taking issue with 
one of the comments in a message that you 
are replying to, use the V quoting technique. 
See a previous part in this article for more 
details. 
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MESSAGE READING 

There are fast ways to read messages and 
there are slow ways to read messages. Many 
users do not make use of the *=’ command on 
the message edit line. They could use their 
communications program to capture all in¬ 
coming text into a file to be read later. 

There may be a number of commands in this 
list that you do not have access to all the time. 
It depends on who the message to to and from 
and if you are one of those people. 

Below is an example of a message line, then a 
detailed description of each of the commands. 

[(23) «, A, E, F, K, N, 0, P, Q, V, ?] 

3 Continuous reading of m as sag e s . 

This tells the Bulletin Board not to wait for 
operator input after displaying a message. 
The next message will be read and displayed 
on the screen. 

A Reply to the message. 

This allows you to reply to the message you are 
reading. After you have saved (or aborted) the 
reply, you will be returned to the message you 
were reading. 

S Edit the message. 

This allows you to edit the message you are 
reading. You can only edit the message if it is 
to or from you. The commands lor editing the 
message are the same as those for entering a 
new message. 

F Forward a message. 

This allows you to forward the message to 
another section, user and/or subject The 
message is deleted from where it is and saved 
as a new message at the end of the messages 
(this is so users will get it as a new message 
should it now be available to them). You can 
only forward a message if you have SysOp 
access to the section. 

I Delete the message. 

This allows you to delete the message from the 
system. You can only delete the message if 
you have SysOp access to the section, or the 
message is to or from you. 


N Next message. 

This gets you to the next message in the 
direction you are reading (if you have picked 
R- from the main menu the next message will 
have a lower number than the current 
message). This is the same as pressing 
RETURN only. 

O Read the origin message. 

This option allows you to read the message to 
which the current message is a reply. Having 
read the original message you are returned to 
the current message. 

P Previous message. 

This gets you to the previous message (the 
message you have just read). This also depends 
on the direction you are reading the messages 
in. 

9 Suit reading messages. 

This places you back at the main menu. 

R Read replies to the message. 

This allows you to read the replies to the 
message you are reading. 

All the replies are listed one at a time. After the 
last reply you are brought back to the message 
you started from. 

V View the message again. 

This re-displays the message. Useful after 
being returned to a message from reading 
replies or the origin when only the message 
header is displayed. 

(RETURN] Next message. 

This gets you to the next message in the 
direction you are reading (if you have picked 
R- from the main menu the next message has 
a lower number than the current message). 
This is the same as the ‘N* option. 

This concludes the current series of articles on 
how to use the Bulletin Board. I trust that it 
has been of some help to the existing users of 
WAUG SHORTS. For those of you thinking of 
trying out communications 1 trust that any 
enthusiasm generated by these articles will be 
directed into getting online as soon as pos¬ 
sible. See you online! 
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Importing into Works, Part 2 


Help Pile - Works #24 

By Dennis Lally 

Last month this column covered Importing files into Works* Word Processor. 
This month we will cover importing into the spreadsheet and the database. 


Let’s do the spreadsheet first. Files created in files. The following illustrations show a simple 
Excel and MultiPlan can be imported into spreadsheet in Excel and the Save As dialogue 
Works’ spreadsheet if they are saved as SYLK box which allows you to save in SYLK format 

S File Edit Formula Format Data Options Macro 


D5 


4895 



A 

B 

39 Uiorksti 

c 

ieet1 " 

D 

E 

1 

Territories 

May 

June 

l JmMl , 


z 

North 

5487' 

8776 

7687' 


3 

South 

8732 

2938 

8367 


4 

Eest 

4562? 

365$ 

6524 


5 

South 

4256 

5654 

489^ 


6 






7 


A ! 




R _ 


V 1 





Edit Formula Format Data Options Macro Window 


[q Dennis's Data | 

□ 89 Tima Logger File 
CD EhcoI Data 

□ FileMaker Data 
CD Helix Data 
D Hgpercard Data 


New Dl 


Save Worksheet as: 


LUot ksheet 1 


O Normal 
OText 


@SV 

Cnu 


SVLK O Excel 1.0 
KS O UIICI 


> DirectDriue” 40 
697K available 

Save 


("Eject ) 
(Cancel ] ( Di1i»e ] 


14 


Should your data be coming from an MS-DOS 
spreadsheet, such as either Lotus 123 or 
Lotus Symphony, use the TRANS.EXE trans¬ 
late program that comes with the Lotus prod¬ 
uct to convert the Lotus file into SYLK format 


or import the Lotus file to your Mac and use a 
Mac spreadsheet like Excel or Fulllmpact to 
convert the Lotus file firstly into that Mac 
spreadsheet and then save as a SYLK file. 
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MS Works Help File 


You can also import text flies into a spread¬ 
sheet Normally a text file that you would want 
to bring into a spreadsheet would have been a 
table of data set in columns. Hopefully, the 


columns would have been set out with tabs. 
The following illustration shows the MacWrite 
document with tabs set This file is Saved As 
a text file. 


S File Edit Search Format Font Style Spelling 

SB - - .... V|1 ■ 5 M demo 

dO □ 6 lines/inch EH 1^=1 [==] 


Territories hay 

North 5487 

South 8732 


June 

8776 

2938 


July 

7687 

8367 


To open either SYLK files or text files follow the 
same procedure as illustrated in last month’s 
article for importing into the word processor. 
Select Open in the Works’ Edit menu, click on 
the spreadsheet icon (rather than the word 
processor icon), then click on the Import box 


so it shows an X. Your SYLK or text file will 
then become visible in the list of available files. 
When you click on the Open button you then 
see the following box which asks whether this 
is a SYLK or text file. 


Open File: 



Oil Works 


Types 



Word 

Processor 



Date 

Base 



Spread Communications 
Sheet 


| Q Dennis's Dotoj 


D Job Stuff 

□ MecDraui Data 

□ MacWrite Data 
a Paint Data 

Q WRU6 stuff 
CD Works Data 
CD Works#23f 
CD Works#24f 


D LUoiksheet 1 


L . Open 

J 

* 

[ Neui 

□ 


[ Cancel 

J 


IS import File 


zsDirectDriu. 

{ a** j 

[ ] 
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MS Works Help File 


Below is the SYLK file from Excel. 


Load TeHt Format: 

(8) SYLK (from Multiplan or EhcbI) 
OTeHt uiith Ualues/Formulas 


[ Cancel ) GO 


* 1 

File Edit 

Window 

Select 1 

Format Options 

' 

1 

fCC) EBB55.BH 


A 

B 

c 

I1ICU 

D 

E 

1 

Territtrits 

May 

Juno 

July 


2 

North 

5487 

8776 

7687 


3 

South 

8732 

2938 

8367 


4 

East 

4562 

3654 

6524 


5 

South 

4256 

5654 

4895 


6 







Should you have a text file which does not have 
tabs to separate what you want into separate 
columns, do not import it straight into Works’ 
spreadsheet First import it as a Word Proc¬ 
essing file and then tidy it up with tabs in the 
word processor. If such a file is imported 
directly into the spreadsheet each line of data 
will all cram into the cells of column A rather 
then being spread out into useful columns for 
listing, sorting and calculating. Once the file 
is tidied up in the word processor with tabs 
where you want each column in the spread¬ 
sheet to start simply copy and paste from 
word processor to a new spreadsheet. This 
technique is also useful when you only want 
part of a text file to use in a spreadsheet. 


Should the text file be very large, copying and 
pasting could tax the memory of your Mac and 
take some time. In this case save the newly 
modified text file in Works word processor as 
a text file, close it and then open it as an 
imported spreadsheet file. 

Sometimes the data we wish to import is more 
suited to use in a database. A list of names 
and addresses would be a typical case. Such 
a list when imported into a Works database 
would be useful for merging with the word 
processor to create form letters or for printing 
address labels. 
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MS Works Help File 


Works’ database can import data in text for- dialogue box below shows, there are three 
mat The database can be a little more flexible ways to delimit (define what should go where) 
than the spreadsheet in importing text As the your data into fields and records. 

Separate Database Fields By: 

$ Tabs (Each Recard Ended By R Return) 

O Tuio Or More Spaces (Treated Rs R Tab) 

O Returns | | Field(s) Per Record 

i c* 1 ” 1 " i i ° K i 


The first option is just like for the spreadsheet 
using tabs. The second option will treat two 
consecutive spaces as a tab. This option is 
useful if your source of the data is incapable of 
using tabs or if the text arrives in pure text 
form, just characters and spaces. In this case 
it is necessary to indicate where a new record 


begins, eg. the next person and their address. 
The third button on the dialogue box asks for 
a number to indicate when to interpret two 
spaces as a return and thus a new record 
rather than as a tab and a new field. 

The example below shows some text repre¬ 
senting names and addresses: 


First Names Last Names Address 1 Address 2 Town Country Phone 
Children 

Graeme Anderson 21 Alexander St. Christchurch 1 New Zealand 
488-009 * 

UI1& Gerhard Spiingmann Lerchenstr. 1 7590Achem16 Federal 
Republic of Germany Ph: 07841-25811 * 

Richard & PhylIs Bruce Bushcreek, Stave)y No. 1 RD Ashburton New 
Zealand * Rosemary, Hamfsh, Zane, Vernon & Luke 
Jean & Allan Baker 63 St. Martins Road Christchurch New Zealand 
03-327-365 * 

Eleanor Brenon 8 Quince Court Fox Hill Apartments Ridgefield, 
Connecticut U.S.A 06877 0-01-203-438-9484 * 

Jennie & Bruce Bridges 31 Aynsley Terrace Christchurch New Zeal> 
03-324-670 * 
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THE NOTICE BOARD 


Tht notice board is a free service to WAUG members. Any non-commercial item can 
be placed on the notice board - Buy, Sell, Swap, Information wanted, etc etc. To place 
an Item on the notice board, just drop a note to the Editor. 

For Sale 

• STAR SG-10 printer, Near Letter Quality and bit image graphics $350 capabilities, works 
with Appleworks and Prints hop. Epson APL interface card, 1/4 box paper and spare ribbon 


included. 

• Z80-CPM CARD with manuals and software 01, ][+, //e, //gs). $85 

• Apple INTEGER ROM CARD Q[. ][+, //e, //gs). $50 

• RGB CARD with manual Ql ][+, //e, //gs). $70 

• RGB CARD with manual, supports 80 column cards Q[, ){+ only). $20 

• Videx 80 COLUMN CARD 0[,}[+ only). Works with RGB card above. $40 

• Homemade extension keyboard. $10 

Lower offers may be acceptable if an item is going to a good home. 


Contact GRANT COLLISON, on (04)853-687 or snail mail him at The Mount, 2 Port Street, 
Wellington. 


MS Works Help File 


Going into Works and selecting Open with the 
database icon and Import box selected gives 
the dialogue box we saw above and then the 
database shown below left. 


■■ „ i Rddress List (DB) 



o 

i|i| 

2 

2l 

First Name^Graem^^ 


Last Names Anderson 

Address 1 1 21 Alexander St. 

Address 2 1 | 

Tevn Christchurch 1 


Gauntry | New Zealand 

Phene |488-809 


Children I * 1 




With a little work naming the fields and adjust- ported on, merged and even exported for other 

ing the widths (as shown above right), a con- uses. Which brings us to next month’s Works 
fusing list of text has been transformed into a Help topic, Exporting from Works, 
database which can be sorted, queried, re- 

































































PostScript 

The Wellington Apple Users’ Group is a non-profit organisation formed in April 1984 with the following 
objectives: 

• To exchange and disseminate information among the members concerning the computer arts and 
sciences. 

• To publish books, newsletters, magazines and periodicals for the benefit and education of the 
members and the general public. 

• To conduct and sponsor seminars, lectures and courses relating to the computer arts and sciences. 

• To provide technical assistance to members of the group. 

• To seek privileges and discounts for members. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Students $22 : Individuals $32 : Families $40 : Corporate $200 
INTENDING MEMBERS 

Anyone wishing to join W.A.U.G. should contact the membership secretary. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

The User Group's electronic bulletin board is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The number is 
(04) 278-817. To access it, you need a 300,1200,1200/75 or 2400 BAUD modem. 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


Home Phone 

Work Phone 

Patron 

Steve Wozniak 

n/a 

n/a 

President 

Paul Messervy 

768-035 

797-438 

Vice President 

Allan Honey 

638-470 

847-789 

Secretary 

David Wilson 

286-559 

n/a 

Treasurer 

Dennis Lally 

796-180 

n/a 

Journal Editor 

Richard Wilson 

753-733 

685-350 

Committee: 




Group Products 

Mike Eastman 

787-041 

787-041 

Mac PD Software 

Bruce Hoult 

891-334 

n/a 

// PD Software 

David Empson 

849-158 

856-611 

Membership 

Grant Collison 

853-687 

853-687 


Cameron Kay 

828-453 

n/a 


Committee members prefer to be contacted before 9:00 PM 
Allan Honey and Bruce Hoult are shift workers. Please do not phone them before 10:00 AM 

This magazine was produced using a Macintosh. Software used was Microsoft Word 4.0, McSink, and 
PageMaker 3.02. The originals were prepared cm an Apple LaserWriter courtesy of Dermis Win Them and 
THE CAPITAL MAC CENTRE, and offset printed by SANDIFORD PRINTERS of Upper Hutt. 
Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the same as the Editor or those of the Wellington 
Apple Users Group as a whole. 

Various Trademarks and Tradenames used in this magazine are the property of someone else. They 

know who they are. Copyright remains with the owner at all times. 

Contributions are made to the magazine gratis, but fame and popularity are bound to come to those 
writing, along with the occasional lawsuit Copy is preferred as a diskette file (any Apple format). 
Hard copy is also acceptable. 


All correspondence should be addressed to: The Wellington Apple 
Users Group, P. O. Box 6642, Wellington. 




